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The Salvadoran military continues to be charged with human Al
abuses, even though the armed forces have significantly improve Pl
human rights record since the early 1980s. The government arre an Arl

major this week following allegations that he ordered the killi . ¢ 10

civilians last September. A military board investigating the i . . ...t ha
learned that the major planned the operation targeting ten susp . .1 ebe
collaborators, and subsequently arranged the cover-up. Meanwhi.. 1ne
Catholic Church’s human rights office, which in the past has de.. ... | (ated
an antimilitary bias, has accused government troops of raping a.. killing
two rebel medical personnel and murdering three wounded insurge.. . during
raid last month. Chief of Staff Ponce, however, is satisfied ti.: tnhe
guerrillas were killed defending a field hospital, according to .i!.-he
reporting, and has not ordered any further investigation. e <ulgp
Comment: The accused major probably will face disciplinar,; u:tion
because senior military officials appear disinclined to interve... The

military is eager to avoid any additional negative fallout from he
controversial human rights case. Although the circumstances of 'he attac}

RQaihst the field hoapital remain unclear, rebel support groups i1 obably
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will use the incident to criticize the armed forces and t,.e government .
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